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enlistment of individuals or families whom a variety of accidents or offences, public opinion or private feuds drives out of the pale of settled life, and beyond their orthodox circles. Upon this dissolute collection of master-less men the idea of kinship begins immediately to operate afresh, and to re-arrange them systematically into groups. Each new immigrant becomes one of the Meena tribe, but he nevertheless adheres so far to his origin and his custom as to insist on setting up a separate circle under the name of his lost clan, caste, family, or lands. Where an Englishman, settling perforce at Botany Bay or spontaneously in North America, kept up familiar local associations by naming his homestead after the county town in his old country, a Rajput driven into the jungles tries to perpetuate the more primitive recollection of descent. Several fresh groups have been formed by the Meenas within the last few years, under stress of the frightful famine which desolated Rajputana in 1868, when starving families were compelled to abandon scruples of caste and honesty, to steal cattle and to eat them.
Another fact worth notice is that the state of the wife-market and the facilities for the supply of brides have a direct influence upon the rate at which the circles of affinity, thus formed upon the basis of origin, again sub-divide and reunite within the tribe-circle. This phenomenon was expounded with much candour to the present writer by a leading Meena, In times of misrule, when the country-side is disordered, women are easily captured by the robber clans. From what caste or class a girl may have been ravished is of no consequence at all